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Conference Overview
This accredited nursing conference is designed to address practical issues and clinical challenges that 
oncology nurses face each day. During this two-day conference, attendees will benefit from an intimate 
learning environment in which prominent faculty will present the latest in oncology care and provide 
practical strategies and tools to improve nursing practice and patient outcomes. If your schedule does not 
allow you to attend this program in-person, a virtual livestream offering is available at a discounted price.

CEU Accreditation & Credit Designation/ILNA Points 
This conference has been approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing, with provider 
number 17163, for a total of 14 Contact Hours (7 for Friday and 7 for Saturday), of continuing 
education credit for registered nurses. 

This program is approved for ILNA Points. The program content has been reviewed by the Oncology 
Nursing Certification Corporation (ONCC) and is acceptable for recertification points. ONCC review 
is only for designating content to be used for recertification points and is not for CNE accreditation. 
CNE programs must be formally approved for contact hours by an acceptable accreditor/approver of 
nursing CE to be used for recertification by ONCC. If the CNE provider fails to obtain formal approval 
to award contact hours by an acceptable accrediting/approval body, no information related to ONCC 
recertification may be used in relation to the program.

Conference Venue and Accommodations 
Waterfront Hilton Beach Resort, Huntington Beach, California 
The 2024 Embracing Excellence in Oncology Nursing Practice conference will be held at the 
Waterfront Hilton Beach Resort, A Hilton Hotel located in Huntington Beach California. This oceanfront 
resort is a 5-minute walk from the beach, the Huntington Beach Pier and Pacific City, offering various 
shopping and restaurant experiences. 

The Waterfront Hilton Beach Resort is conveniently located one hour from Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX) and just minutes away from John Wayne Airport, Orange County (SNA). A room block 
has been secured for this meeting through Thursday, May 23, 2024, after which the room block will be 
released. Room rates for this event begin at $379 + $20 resort fee and taxes, per evening. Overnight 
guest parking is available for a reduced rate of $38 per vehicle and daily valet parking is at a reduced 
rate of $15 per vehicle. To make a room reservation, call 1-800-HILTONS and ask for the Hoag 
Oncology room block or book online at www.hoag.org/OncologyRooms2024 and click on the “Hotel” 
tab. It is recommended to book your rooms in advance as rooms are based on availability and subject 
to being sold out.



Educational Objectives
DAY ONE: FRIDAY, JUNE 14

•   Recognize the healing power of laughter to prevent 
stress, burnout and build resilience in the oncology 
nursing profession. Identify the long-term positive 
health effects including improved quality of life by 
integrating humor and laughter as a complementary 
therapy in oncology care.

•   Identify new FDA approved drugs/agents for cancer 
treatment in 2024. Recognize how new drugs/agents 
are given generic names, and how to gain information 
based on the naming system.

•   Describe the treatment options for pancreatic 
cancer including outcomes. Explain the advantages 
and disadvantages of minimally invasive surgical 
techniques for treatment of pancreas.

•   Examine the role of Pastoral/Spiritual Care in caring 
for and supporting the oncology patient, family, and 
nurse through the cancer trajectory. Discuss how 
spiritual care includes different faiths, belief systems 
and cultural traditions during illness. Differentiate the 
roles of a nurse and a chaplain in the spiritual care of 
our patients.

•   Describe the current standard of care treatment 
for glioblastoma multiforme (GBM). Summarize the 
importance of the tumor microenvironment indication 
in the treatment of brain cancer and identify the more 
common brain tumors, including non-malignant 
tumors and their treatment.

•   Explain the indications, methods of treatment, and 
outcomes of stereotactic radiosurgery including  
the Gamma Knife and Linac based radiation systems 
and modern surgical approaches to the treatment 
of glioblastoma multiforme and brain metastases. 
Describe alternative adjuncts of surgery such as 
radiofrequency ablation, and brachytherapy with 
gamma radiation implants and chemotherapy wafers. 

•  Explain what’s new in the ONS Safe Handling 
Guidelines 4th Edition. Describe how the enforcement 
of USP 800 will impact Oncology Nursing. List 3 
strategies to protect yourself from hazardous drugs. 

DAY TWO: SATURDAY, JUNE 15

•   Summarize the diagnosis and treatment of colon, 
pancreatic and hepatobiliary cancers. Describe how 
clinical research trials determine the treatment of  
GI Cancers, leading to better outcomes and survival.

•   Describe the risk of hypersensitivity reactions (HSR) 
and cytokine release syndrome (CRS) for specific 
classes of chemotherapy and biotherapy agents. 
Identify strategies to prevent HSR and CRS and 
recognize signs and symptoms of HSR and CRS  
and understand the management.

•   Identify common chemotherapy regimens used in 
both the inpatient and outpatient settings that require 
appropriate sequencing of administration. Summarize 
the importance of premedication, hydration, or lab 
requirements when administering chemotherapy. 
Demonstrate the calculations involved in determining 
the AUC dose and corrected calcium value. Discuss 
rational used when selecting a chemotherapy plan. 
Prioritize when and how to collaborate with pharmacy 
when patient-specific information is needed to 
proceed with treatment.

•   List state and federal laws that affect nursing practice 
and describe the four elements needed to justify a 
malpractice claim. Explain where to find the standard 
of care for RN practice and specify actions that may 
affect a nursing license.

•   Identify three factors that medical nutritional therapy 
improves and two ways a registered dietitian manages 
cancer patients. List 3 (global) recommendations to 
prevent cancer and discuss and identify common 
misconceptions about supplements and “nutritional 
myths.”

•   Describe an overview of cancer pain management 
including goals and limitations. Discuss the current 
landscape in U.S. Cancer Pain Management Review 
and how cancer centers can employ ways to ensure an 
effective pain management program. Summarize the 
recent regulatory and oversight changes in the cancer 
pain arena.

•   Describe the expected physical changes in the body 
during the stages of the dying process and discuss 
how to manage them. Able to discuss the societal, 
cultural, and healthcare system biases that contribute 
to a negative perception of death and dying. State the 
skills to engage in open conversations about death and 
dying, fostering understanding and communication 
during challenging times.
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DAY 1 – FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2024

Program Agenda

Speaker times subject to change

7 – 7:45 a.m.
Registration, Breakfast & Exhibits

7:45 – 8 a.m.
Welcome & Program Overview

8 – 9 a.m.
The Healing Power of Laughter: 
Nourishing the Nurse within You  
and Building Resilience 
Diana Jordan

9 – 10 a.m.
Pharmacology Update 2024:  
What’s New in Cancer Treatment 
Teresa Knoop, M.S.N., R.N., A.O.C.N.®

10 – 10:20 a.m.
Morning Break

10:20 – 11:20 a.m.
Modern Multimodality Treatment  
of Pancreas Cancer: Getting Better  
and Getting a Bit Easier
Ronald Wolf, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Jared Forrester, M.D.

11:20 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.
Honoring the Spiritual Lives  
of Our Cancer Patients
Bronwen Jones, M.Th.

12:20 – 1:35 p.m.
Lunch and Exhibits

1:35 – 2:35 p.m.
The Long and Winding Road:  
Neuro-Oncology in the 21st Century 
Simon Khagi, M.D., F.A.C.P.

2:35 – 3:35 p.m.
Brain Tumors: Bringing Innovation and 
Technology to the Patient Experience
Christopher Duma, M.D.
Robert Louis, M.D. F.A.A.N.S.

3:35 – 3:55 p.m.
Afternoon Break

3:55 – 4:55 p.m.
Empowering Nurses to Take Charge of 
Their Safety: A Review and Introduction 
to the 4th Edition of the ONS Safe 
Handling of Hazardous Drug Guidelines 
MiKaela Olsen, D.N.P., A.P.R.N.-C.N.S., 
A.O.C.N.S.®, F.A.A.N.

4:55 – 5:10 p.m.
Program Adjournment



DAY 2 – SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2024

7 – 7:45 a.m.
Registration, Breakfast & Exhibits

7:45 – 8 a.m.
Welcome & Program Overview

8 – 9 a.m.
The 4-1-1 on Treating Colon, Pancreatic, 
and Hepatobiliary Cancers: New Research, 
New Hope
Tara Seery, M.D.

9 – 10 a.m.
TBD

10 – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Break

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Principles of Chemotherapy Sequencing 
and Oncologic Pharmacotherapy 
Chris Salvatori, Pharm.D.

11:30 – 12:30 p.m.
Legal Issues in Oncology Nursing:  
Staying on the Right side of the Law 
Carol Mack, R.N., Ph.D., J.D.

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Lunch

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
The Oncology Dietitian: Optimizing 
Nutritional Status During Treatment  
and Beyond 
Denise Lohman, M.P.H., R.D., C.S.O.

2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Painless Updates in Cancer  
Pain Management: from Opiophobia  
to Epidemic 
Tim Tyler, Pharm.D.

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Nothing To Fear: Demystifying Death  
and Dying 
Julie McFadden, B.S.N., R.N.

4:30 – 4:45 p.m.
Closing Remarks 



REGISTRATION INFORMATION
19TH ANNUAL  
Hoag Embracing Excellence in Oncology Nursing Practice
JUNE 14 - 15, 2024  •  THE WATERFRONT BEACH RESORT, A HILTON HOTEL 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA

• Virtual Registration (1-day): $225.00
• Virtual Registration (2-day): $325.00
•  In-person Registration (1-day): $275.00
•  In-person Registration (2-day): $400.00

Register online at www.hoag.org/CME. Go to “Register for Conferences & Symposiums”.  
Hoag staff should use their Hoag credential sign-in information to register. Hoag staff registrations  
are complimentary with a refundable credit card deposit. Hoag Staff credit card deposits will be 
refunded after the attendance is verified at the symposium.

CANCELLATIONS AND CHANGES TO REGISTRATIONS

A 3% administrative fee will apply to all cancellations and registration changes. Written cancellations 
will be accepted until May 31, 2024. No refunds will be given for cancellations received after May 31, 2024. 
Refunds will not be honored for no-shows. All non-cancelled registration change requests to existing 
registrations must be sent to hoag.events@hoag.org on or before Monday, June 10, 2024. Onsite changes  
will not be honored (i.e., in-person transfer to virtual.)

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

This conference is intended for oncology and radiation oncology nurses as well as others with an  
interest in recent advances in the treatment of solid tumors and hematologic malignancies are welcome  
to attend. Students enrolled in a registered nursing program who have interest in oncology are invited  
to attend this program.

FAMILY/GUEST ATTENDANCE POLICY 

All conference activities are exclusively reserved for paid conference attendees. Children and family members 
are not allowed to attend meal functions or permitted in the general session room. 




